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nies and drive-to demnmms
are offering earlier-than-normal
incentives to hit the road, from
$20 ethanol vouchers in South
Dakota to discounts of $10 per
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And according to several new
polls, those jitters are

to sneeze at. Surveys
this week by the American Pe-
troleum Institute and US. Ener-
Information Administration
that Americans have
curbed their gas use in appar-
ent response to higher prices at

the pump.
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Pain at the pump '
The average cost for a gallon of )
regular unjeaded gas 1S more |
than 43 cents higher than what

It was this time last vear
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drivers from 10 states can apply
online at visitsd.com for a $20
ethanol voucher that can be re-
deemed at participating gas
stations from May 1 through

Travel industry trots out driver incentives

Aug. 31. The voucher deal for
gas mixed with ethanol, an al-
rernative fuel made from corn,
15 “a two-pronged eflort,” says
spokeswoman Nicole Nordbye,
to help gas-conscious travelers
and “promote a home-grown
commodity.”

In Aspen, Colo., where more
than two-thirds of summer vis-
itors armive by car, lodges are re-
newing last year's promotion of
a $50 gas certificate, free bus
passes and bike rentals and
other sweeteners,

More than 40 members of
BedandBreakfast.com, mean-
while, have moved up themn
summer “Tanks a Lot” program
targeting would-be customers
skittish about higher pump

rices. Many offer a $25 gas re-
EJ for stays of two or more
ests at the

hts: midweek
s Rockland,

Historic Inns o

Maine, get a discount
([;ml to 10 times the number

linders in theu car's engine
tllmll $80).

“Fuel costs are still a small
part of vacation budgets,” says
AAA's Mantill Willkams, who
notes that a @mily taking a
1,000-mile trip in 4 car averag-
ing 20 miles a gallon will spend
about $150 lor gas this spring,
an increase of 350 from last
year. "For most people, that's
not a deal breaker.”

But, Williams says, the vola-
tile combination of overseas
uncertainty, decreased LS, re-
finery capacity and a traditional
spike in summer vacation de-
mand means “we are heided
mtu undmrted territory.”
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